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COVER STORY:Unveiling the BBBS “Togetherness” Mural

Our Togetherness Mural by local artist Carlos Santana 

Celebrating 47 Years of Impact: Introducing the BBBS “Togetherness”
Mural 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Bermuda is proud to celebrate receiving the
Best of Bermuda Award for Charity and Community Service Organization
while also commemorating 47 years of serving Bermuda’s youth since
1978.

To mark these milestones, we collaborated with talented Bermudian artist
Carlos Santana to create a special mural for our office titled
“Togetherness.” The artwork reflects the heart of our mission - connection,
mentorship, and the power of community working together to create
positive change in the lives of young people.

We extend our sincere thanks to Carlos for his creativity, partnership, and
support. He is not only an amazing artist but also a wonderful person who
shares our commitment to empowering Bermuda’s youth.

As we continue our work, this mural serves as a reminder that together, we
can make a lasting difference in our community.



Celebrating Community, Changing Lives: BBBS Honored as Best of Bermuda Charity/
Community Service Organization for 2025

We are truly humbled by this recognition. While we don’t do this work for the accolades, this
award is a powerful reminder that mentorship matters and that real impact begins with real
relationships.

To our Littles and their families, Bigs, volunteers, donors, and community partners, thank you.
This is your win too. 

Here’s to continuing the work, changing lives, and building a stronger Bermuda one match at a
time.

BEST OF BERMUDA AWARD 2025
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 Stella Elliott, Monique Lugo, Sarafina Woolridge-Burns, Our Managing Director Patrina O’Connor-Paynter, and our
mural designer Carlos Santana with his son.



BBBS Fundraiser Brings Fun, Laughter, and Community Support

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Bermuda hosted an exciting and entertaining fundraiser, “How Much Would
You Pay to See Me…?” on Sunday, July 13th during Summer Sunday at Victoria Park, hosted by the City
of Hamilton. The event brought together local celebrities, community leaders, and supporters for an
afternoon filled with laughter, creativity, and generosity, all in support of Bermuda’s youth.

Participants took to the stage to complete a variety of fun and outrageous dares, each committing to raise
funds for BBBS programs. From singing in rival team colours and running in heels, to silly workouts,
messy challenges, and theatrical performances, the crowd enjoyed every moment while cheering on the
brave contestants.

The event highlighted the strong community spirit that surrounds BBBS and demonstrated how creativity
and collaboration can make fundraising both meaningful and memorable. Most importantly, the funds
raised will directly support mentoring relationships, youth development programs, and family services
that help young people across Bermuda reach their full potential.
We extend our sincere gratitude to all participants, donors, supporters, and the City of Hamilton for
helping make this event a success. Together, we continue to create positive change in the lives of
Bermuda’s youth.
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H O W  M U C H  W O U L D  Y O U  P A Y  T O  S E E  M E ?

Contestants gearing up to perform their stunts

DJ LA as Tina Turner

 Former Little Ben Edwards running in heels

 MP Renee Ming in her Somerset colours
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A U G U S T  C H A L L E N G E  W I N N E R S  

B O Y S  2  M E N  P R O G R A M

Our August Challenge was to see who
would be the first Little to bring people in
to get a picture in front of our
“Togetherness”  Mural.

 Our Winner Jace Williams with his sister and cousin

Program Relaunch with MASC Bermuda

We’re excited to share that our Boys 2 Men program  in partnership with MASC Bermuda, has started back
up. The group includes both middle and high school participants, giving young men the opportunity to
connect with peers their own age in a supportive, engaging environment. Guided by a therapist, the boys
explore a range of meaningful topics, participate in role-playing activities, and discuss positive ways to
navigate real-life situations and challenges.

Each session encourages open conversation, personal growth, and the development of strong
communication and problem-solving skills. The group’s energy and connection has been incredible, many
of the boys enjoy the sessions so much that they’ve even invited friends to join in on the experience!



The Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc. Youth Leadership Institute proudly kicked off Cohort 2 of its
empowering program, continuing its mission to help our Little Sisters build confidence and
leadership from the inside out. Through this initiative, participants focus on enhancing leadership
qualities, developing key life skills, and deepening self-awareness by embracing a growth mindset.
The program encourages each Little Sister to recognize her strengths, navigate challenges with
resilience, and develop the mindset of a thoughtful and capable leader.

Before the start of Cohort 2, parents and Littles met with members of the AKA’s to gain an inside
look at what the program will offer. This orientation allowed parents to understand the
expectations, activities, and goals their daughters will engage in throughout the program. During
the meeting, families also learned about an exciting new addition, the Book Club. In this
component, the girls will collectively choose a book to read and, together with Marli from
BookSpace, participate in guided discussions exploring the book’s themes, lessons, and
connections to leadership and personal growth.

To kick off the new cohort, the group’s first session took place at an Escape Room, where the
Littles and AKAs teamed up to solve clues and complete challenges within an hour. This
interactive experience encouraged teamwork, communication, and critical thinking, setting the
tone for a year full of collaboration, discovery, and leadership development.
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AKA YOUTH LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
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BBBS TAG DAY WITH A TWIST

Our Grand Prize Winner Glenn Riley with BermudAir Head of HR, Leanna
Lambert and Managing Director of BBBS Patrina O’Connor-Paynter

 Our Runner-Up Deanne Hart with One Communications Representative Diangelly
Singh and Managing Director of BBBS Patrina O’Connor-Paynter

Tag Day with a Twist Raises Funds and Excitement for BBBS

BBBS held its Tag Day with a Twist in September, adding a fun incentive to the annual fundraiser. For
every $10 donation, supporters were entered into a draw to win a variety of exciting prizes.

The grand prize, two airline tickets courtesy of BermudAir along with lunch at Rock & Barrel was won by
Glenn Riley. Another highly sought-after prize was an iPhone 16 courtesy of One Communications which
was won by Deanne Hart.

BBBS extends sincere thanks to all of the generous prize providers who helped make the event a success:
BermudAir, One Communications, Rock & Barrel, White Horse Pub & Restaurant, Urban Cottage, Dove &
Butterfly, Allure, Phoenix Group of Companies, BluKids, The English Market, and Gear & Gadget.

A special thank you also goes out to everyone who volunteered as taggers and to those who made
donations. Through the community’s incredible support and generosity, $21,732.81 was raised to help
continue BBBS’s important work.
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BBBS ANNUAL BACK TO SCHOOL BASH

The BBBS Back to School Beach Bash was a tremendous success! Our BBBS families gathered at
Snorkel Park Beach for an afternoon filled with swimming, great food, a bonfire, music, and plenty of
laughter. With DJ Aztec providing the entertainment for our BBBS families as they enjoyed time together
in a relaxed and joyful atmosphere while celebrating the end of summer, and the start of a new school
year.

It was especially meaningful to see youth of all ages connecting, building friendships, and spending
quality time alongside mentors, families, and staff. Moments like these truly reflect the spirit of BBBS, we
are more than a program; we are a family and a supportive community.

We extend our sincere gratitude to the management and staff at Snorkel Park for hosting us and helping to
create such a memorable experience. We would also like to thank BGA, Barritts, and Butterfield & Vallis
for their generous sponsorship. Your support made this special event possible, and we are deeply
appreciative of your partnership in supporting Bermuda’s youth and families.
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 BBBS NEW MATCH ALERT!

We are very excited to see our BBBS Family growing!! 

Remember, everyone has something to offer, however small you think it is, it matters!
Consistency is KEY!
You can be a part of our family too! Email us at bbbs@bbbs.bm for further information!

BBBS New Match Alert!!!
Introducing: Big Sister Marcel and her Little Sister Carle’
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